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SMP San Francisco Trip

“There was so much to do; if 

someone liked shopping there 

was a huge Macy's a block 

away. If someone liked the 

night life there were clubs and 

bars two blocks away in all 

four directions, not to mention 

the happy hours from 4-6pm 

which was complimentary 

with our rooms. There were 

also opportunities to check out 

the Golden Gate Bridge and 

Alcatraz. It was money well 

spent. I highly recommend 

attending the next SMP event 

because they do it right!ò

~Cpl Matthew Bair,                 

SMP President

14August through 19August

Volunteer Event 

At Mason Elementary

The day started at 0615 for 

muster at The Great Escape.  Following muster  we,  

the Marines/Sailors of MCAS Miramar got into the 

vans and headed off to Mason Elementary.  When 

we got to the school, we were greeted by the two 

P.E. teachers and the principal.  At 0800 Mason 

Elementary welcomed us with a big ROAR! Then 

we recited the Pledge of Allegiance with the 

students and faculty before the day really began!  

There were 856 kids and only 25 Marines/Sailors, 

but we all had a blast doing events such as an 

obstacle course, gunny sack relay, the chicken run, 

and my favorite, which is the parachute.  This event 

is a good way for Marines/ Sailors to help strengthen 

the Marine Corps relationship with the Community.  

Another great thing that was accomplished by going 

into a military friendly school is a lot of these kids 

have loved ones currently supporting the U.S. task 

force in Afghanistan, and I feel that we as 

Marines/Sailors helped these young kids feel that 

everything is fine even though their loved ones are 

away right now.  Never in a million years, would I 

think that just because I was a Marine going to a 

school that I would be swamped by 50 kids to sign 

their notebook or to sign their arm.  This event was 

great for the Marines and great for the kids as well.

~LCpl Zachary Wegener,                                     

SMP Volunteer Representative
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Article Written by: Cpl Alexander Lima, SMP Treasurer 

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to be part of a 

live television showing?  Seeing some famous actors 

in action on and off the set?  The MCAS Miramar Single Marine 

Program got the chance to do just that. As a fundraiser to give 

back to the program, we drove with 10 people down to Studio City in Los Angeles arriving at the famous CBS studios to be partof

a live sitcom recording.  We arrived at the studio just in time to be escorted into the studio and sat down with everyone feeling a 

little excited, curious, wondering what it would be like.  “Better With You” was the show we came to watch, a new sitcom on ABC 

with a highlight evening timeslot.  This was the fifth recording of the season. As we anxiously waited for the show to begin,the 

lightsdimmed, and the screens began to show a summary of all episodes leading to the fifth episode. We all began to laugh 

hilariously, trying to ensure that we were the best audience yet this season. 

After the introduction, we applauded as all the stars came out and began to record the opening scene.  I was 

thinking that it was going to be a drag as it takes about four hours to record a half hour show, but there was a comedian, who was 

potentially funnier than the show itself, keeping us entertained between takes: with dance contests and hilarious commentary on the 

show staff.  It was extremely interesting to see how all the cameras were placed on the scene and how they can transform a studio 

to look as if they were in an actual house.  

One highlight for me was seeing some actors, that we all know, like the mother off of “That 70’s Show” as one 

of the main characters.  I also enjoyed how the humor of an act was measured by the response of the audience’s laughter, and how

jokes were constantly changing for the response of better laughter.  After the show we all were talking about our favorite parts of 

the show and making fun of the actors when they would make mistakes on their lines.  Overall, it was a better experience thanI 

had expected and I would recommend everyone to come out and experience this at least once in their life.  The Single Marine 

Program plans on taking more Marines out for the next one and I hope to see all of you there. 
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